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Pamela Smart Letter to the NH Governor and Executive Council 

My name is Pamela Smart.  I am also known as inmate X93G0356.  I was only 22 years 
old when I was first incarcerated.  I have now spent over 31 years in prison—more than 
half my life.  

I apologize to the entire Smart family, my own family, and all who were directly or indirectly 
impacted by my actions and misjudgment. For many years, I blamed others for my 
incarceration because I was immature, selfish and proud.  I refused to see my own role 
in Gregg’s death and instead referred blame elsewhere.  It took years, even decades, for 
me to accept responsibility and I must carry that burden, alone and deservedly, for the 
rest of my life recognizing that the pain and suffering I have caused are irreparable.  This 
burden is something I can never—and should never—be free of, because my actions 
have forever changed the course of many lives, including my own.   

I have worked hard to redeem myself through good works and to positively affect the lives 
of those around me, striving to be more than my worst mistakes and behaviors.  Some of 
these efforts are reflected in the resume attached to this petition, as well as letters 
attesting to my character and achievements.  They chronicle how I spent the last three 
decades in prison and provide additional perspectives about who I am.  I take no credit 
for my accomplishments; I have earned nothing on my own.  Only God and the 
extraordinary people He sent to guide me are responsible for both my survival and growth.    

In seeking a deeper, more personal relationship with God, my faith increased over the 
years, as did my willingness to confront my character defects and accept the nurturance 
of a dedicated array of teachers and ministers who have come to Bedford Hills.  The 
process was slow, very slow.  Thankfully, I serve a patient God who meets us where we 
are and takes us where we need to be.  He has put many leaders of different faiths in my 
path who encouraged me, changed me, and loved me along the way.  They showed me 
that I needed to look backwards in order to go forward.  I needed to face who I was and 
what I did in order to become who God wanted me to be.    

My journey in prison has been humbling and instructive.  The shame, humiliation and loss 
of freedom are ever present.  They have been accompanied by significant traumas 
resulting in chronic physical pain.  I was brutally beaten by inmates and sexually assaulted 
by a corrections officer.  These episodes have left permanent, emotional, physical, and 
psychological scars.  But despite the fact that I have a mandated life sentence without 
parole, I have strived to live a life in prison that can overcome the inevitable despair and 
loss of hope such a judgment brings.  I have tried to create hope in my own life and in the 
lives of so many others.  I try to live my life in prison in a way that has both meaning and 
purpose and overcomes the hopelessness of my sentence. 
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Anastacia Brown

257-52 148th Drive

Rosedale N.Y 11422

November 18 2004

Governor Craig Benson

State House

Main Street

Concord N.H 03301

Dear Governor Benson

have known Pamela Smart for few years have nothing but positive things to say

about this young woman She is very smart helpful and very compassionate towards the other

inmates

My grand daughter Stacy Royster also at Bedford Hills Correctional Facility suffers

from bipolar disorder and attention deficit disorder and Pamela Smart has always been there to

help and comfort her when need be She also helps her with school assignments

am so very grateful to Pamela Smart for all her assistance given to my grand daughter

Stacy Royster will be so appreciative if she could get consideration for commutation or

reduction of her sentence

Pamela Smart with all the great work she has done and with all that she is still doing at

Bedford hills deserves this consideration

Thank Yopa0-t
Anastacia Brown
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June 14 2012

To Whom it May Concern

My name is Felicia Field and have been at Bedford Hills Correctional Facility

for 11 years am writing concerning Pamela Smart and her request for

sentence reduction

first met Pamela when was student in the Pre-GED class where shes

teachers aide Pamela was great motivator for all the students in the class

She was always eager to help all of us she created and taught lessons every

day and she made herself available outside the classroom hours as weli

Pamela has also been my one-on-one tutor through Mr Wildman tutoring

program here as well With her help passed all my tests to move out of the

Pre-GED class and into the GED class am still working on my GED with

Pamela as my tutor

want to also say that Pamela saved my life literally went through very dark

period in my life in 2009 was extremely depressed and tried to take my own

life on January 28 2009 hung myself in my cell and if it wasnt for Pamela Id

be dead right now Pamela had come by my cell to check on me because Id

been so sad and she found me hanging in my cell She screamed for the officer

to open my cell door and without any hesitation she ran in my cell and with all

her strength lifted my body up to take the pressure off of my neck was blue in

the face and began choking as air came into my lungs She held me up until the

officer came She could barely hold my weight but she did until he took over

holding me and she loosened the sheet around my neck so could be taken

down

dont know what made her decide to check up on me that day at that exact

moment in time but do know that would not be alive if she hadnt cared

enough to check Thats the kind of person Pamela is always caring and

checking on others saving lives in so many different ways hope you will

consider giving her time cut and allowing her to be positive influence in

society as well Thank you for your consideration of what have written

Respectfçplly

Felicia Field

01 G0999

P0 Box 1000

Bedford Hills NY

10507
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November 18 2004

Hon Governor Benson

State Capitol

Concord NH 03301

Dcar Sir

am writing this letter in support of Pamela Smart who is seeking the commutation of life sentence

implore you to take into consideration all that Pamela has done to help others to change their lives at

Bedford Hills Correctional Facility During her time here at Bedford Pamela sought to identifSr

altruistically with those of us who came from impoverished urban areas of New York State

Pamela has encountered many women from various economic and social backgrounds seeking to change

their lives through education therapy and spirituality She has mentored and tutored those who sought

her help was one of those women When entered Bedford Hills was afraid and angry believed

that the life of an addict and thief was the only life that was capable of leading After extensive

therapy gained enough confidence to join the college program in 1997 However there is no doubt

that faced great challenge While was strong in many subject areas possessed fifth grade math

level and found that could not receive degree without mastering mathematics It was during this time

that became affiliated with Pamela

Tirelessly Pamela tutored me in mathematics She became my friend my mentor and my confidant

She never gave up on me and would not allow me to give up on myself Through her encouragement

and efforts became convinced that could pass algebra and logic However never dreamed that

few
years

later would graduate magna cum laude After Pamelas pedagogical expertise and her

undying faith in my abilities graduated at the top of my undergraduate class as the 2002 valedictorian

could never have achieved this without her help

She has been an incredible source of inspiration in my life have watched her mentor women will little

or no self-esteem and assist them through tremendous self-actualization
processes Women seeking

GED instruction women seeking calculus and statistics instruction and women seeking writing and

history instruction have all sought out Pamela Smart Cultural and class differences have not been

influential enough to impede the bonds of sisterhood developed overtime

Pamelas struggle with the tremendous amount of time she has been given has also not been enough to

encumber her love of education and zest for life She is staunch advocate of education and female

empowerment She has done so very
much to help the women in this prison and would be far more

valuable in society than she could ever be here

Again implore you to take her selfless contributions to the woman at Bedford Hills and her own

transformations and spiritual growth into consideration Keeping Pamela Smart in prison would be an

injustice to her and to society ask that that you please give her another chance to begin her life anew

Thank you

Carolyn Nurse 96G-0365
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Vanessa Santiago
03-G-1239

Bedford Hills Correctional Facility
247 Harris Road

Bedford Hills New York 10507-2499

To Governor John Lynch
State House

107 North Main St
Concord N.H 03301

Re Free Pamela Smart September 13 2010

Dear Governor Lynch

an writing to you in regards to granting coa1utation of sentence for

Pamela Smart During my incarceration for eight years have had the

pleasure in socializing and bonding with Pain through sports academics and

volunteer services find her to be one of the rost inspiring and

motivational human beings have ever met Not only is she extremely

intelligent she has heart of gold She shines her light with everyone

and never denies her services to anyone Part of rehabilitation is to be

service for others and that is what Pam is/does with every in of

herself

Recently Pam has marked 20 years incarcerated for her case and it will

never be enough to compensate the life of another However she has proven

year after year that she is not the person she was when she first entered

this environment Pam has worked on herself through these years and

strongly believe it is time to release her She will never be free of the

tragedy that occurred therefore releasing her is an act of true justice

because she is rehabilitated in every sense of the word

ask that when making your decision that you think about what is the

right thing to do It is right to allow her to be released so that she

can take what she has learned to apply and share it with society It is

just to not deny Pam life of liberty because she is wiser and is
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wonderful help for nany

Governor Lynch please find it in your heart to release Pamela Smart

Thank you for your tine

Vanessa Santiago
03G-1239
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3/1 7/20 

Governor Maggie Hassan 
State House 
107 North Main Street 
Concord, NH 03301 

Dear Governor Hassan, 

1 ask you to accept this written appeal for executive clemency and 

commutation of sentence for Pamela Smart, currently serving a sentence of life 

imprisonment without possihility of parole for her 1991 conviction. I have 

known Ms. Smart for over a year. I am familiar with her initial offenses and her 

remorse and the steps that she has continued to take since her incarceration in 

the rehabilitative process to become the person she is today. 

As the Field Director for Prison Fellowship in the Westchester County 

area I oversee Reentry Programs in various correctional facilities. This has 

afforded me the unique opportunity to witness individuals going througb their 

transformational journeys, and Pamela Smart is one who has impressed me. She 

has found and embraced ber faith in God not in word alone but rather in 

concrete and measureable actions. Her actions behind the walls of Bedford CF 

have been focused on her vertical relationship with God in finding forgiveness 

and transformation, along with ber horizontal relationship in serving the needs 

of countless others around her. 

Ms. Pamela Smart currently serves on the leadership team at the 

Protestant Church, as a peer facilitator for the ACE program, and assists other 

women returning with a sense of hope and trepidation to their communities. 

These are "indicators" or "fruit" of a change in the heart; of a heart that has 

found mercy and forgiveness. Mercy has been seen as having compassion or 

forbearance to an offender that deserves punishment. During tbis season of 

Lent I share the following that comes from the Book of Titus 3:4-5 "But when 

the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 

hecause of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy." 

esoe 

Jose Cbpteno 
NY Field Director 
Prison Fellowship Ministries 
Jose centenowpfimorg 

It

l• 
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Bedford Hills Correctional Facility

247 Harris Road

Bedford Hills N.Y 10507

November 21 2004

To Whom It May Concern

am writing this letter on behalf of Pamela Smart with whom worked

daily for nine years Pamela was the most outstanding Teacher Aide

have had in the twenty years that have been employed at this Facility

During the years that Pamela worked with me found her to be gifted

academically and capable of teaching many students with learning difficulties

Her approach was combination of patience and skill in helping them

understand the subject matter

Pamela is one of the most generous women have known at this Facility

Hours of her time are spent tutoring and encoitraging individuals to achieve

The time she has given to others has resulted in promotion or receiving

C.E.D or college degree Pamela is generally available to any student

who is in need of assistance This has earned her the respect of her peers

Nine years is long time to observe someone daily Pamela was able

to anticipate the needs of individual students Her love for teaching

resulted in love of learning on their part

Pamelas behavior is cdnsistently positive In my experience with her

what stands out most are her personal gifts of generosity integrity

respect for authority and cooperation in any area in which she is asked

to work

believe that Pamela Smart would be an asset to society Her

motivation and ability will enable her to make positive contributions

highly recommend her for clemency and know she appreciates your attention

to her application

Sincerely

jp
Sr Katherine Fisher
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BEDFORD HILLS CORRECTOWAL FACILITY

247 Harris Road

Bedford HHIs New York 10507

September 24 1010

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

FROM Mr Lynn Wildman Outreach Coordinator

REF Pamela Smart

am writing on behalf of Pamela Smart an inmate at the Bedford Hills

Correctional FacilityBHCF in New York She has requested that write

recommendation for her since she wishes to have her life without parole sentence

re-eva luated by the authorities in New Hampshire

am in charge of Volunteer Tutoring Program in BHCF for women who

request tutoring help during their free time400-5OOPM in addition to their regular

class time during the day They are tutored by inmate tutorsi.e teacher aides who

have completed some college creditssome with year degrees or more Pamela

Smart has been one of my teacher aides for approximately fifteen years have

come to know her quite well and have some very positive impressions of her In the

nineteen years that have coordinated this program she is one of the very best

teacher aides have ever had During this period approximately 55 teacher aides

have worked for me

In her capacity as teacher aide Pame Smart has been extremely

committed cooperative and capable She brings great energy enthusiasm and

effectiveness to her work assignment as one-on-one tutor Her students like her

and respond welt to her high expectations of them. Many of her students have

earned their high school equivalency diplomas and most have enrolled in our

college program Her positive attitude and belief in education fosters self-esteem in

her students and motivates them to do their best have never had student make

complaint about her

am also very much impressed with Pame Smarts personal qualities She

is warm caring thoughtful self-confident very intelligent young woman who

relates very well to others giver who is generous with her time in helping

others An illustration of this is her past tutoring of three women in the long term

care unit of our residential medical center had been approached in 2004 by the

Academic Supervisor and the Deputy of Health Services to identify an inmate who

would on her own do cell study with women in the long term care unit without my

direct supervision As part time employee my schedule did not permit me to

provide daily tutoring help to these three women had no hesitancy in

recommending Pame Smart to do the tutoring She did an outstanding job and
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brought great enthusiasm and effectiveness in tutoring these women She has

sought opportunities and programs to be helpful to others and to improve herself

She had earned two Masters degrees while in prison one by correspondence She

is deeply religious person who has been of great help to the Protestant chaplain

Pame Smarts outstanding personal qualities educational background and

ability are convincing evidence to me that she would make significant

contribution to society if released from prison In my judgment her present

sentence of life without parole is no longer appropriate
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Cmernoi John nch

State louse

107 Noi th Main Stieet

Oncol New 11 ampshh 03301

etohei 24 2912

Dear iovernor ynch

am writing to support Pamelt Smarts petition for co.n ttati sentence 01

Life without Parole realize you are man who has scred four Cr ns neen educated in

Jesuit tradition and dedicated oui self to serving the people of ianpshire

Pamela Smart has erved 22 years she is very dii ercnt w11o1l I1erent pets than

she was when she cnteIcd prison She is living pn if of the pwci redemption

remorse second chances And she has dedicated liei self within on to tutoring

educating and teaching those women less
pi ivileged than she

had the honor of collaborating with Ms Smart from 1995 2001 We worked

on esearch
pi oject studying the impact of college in prison on tl onion the

ji son

cm iionmcnt and the children whose mothers wcic ii caiccratcd \\ met weekly

research team of seven women prisoners and eight of U5 from the aduatc Ccntcr of the

City University of New York Together we published the White Popcr Changing Minds

The Impact of ollcge in Maximum Prison for Women

www.puhlicscicnccprojcct.org Across these six years came to Lar witness to th role

that Pamela Smart played in the college the
prison

and the rcsearcl team In each

context she was bright generous and lcadcr Pain would find wotaen who needed help

and offer up assistance with warn ith and no hint of cnndcsccnsiop She is as sure

others will testify mole model witlun the facility for the younger women just entering

and suppomt system for those who hae hccn there for two decade or longer

am wiiting because truly believe it is time for Pam to lc dIr wed to meturn

home Pain Sinait has gifts she can bring to the world outside prisc flits of cducatton

civic engagement sense of responsibility to heal the world and aansformed self She

was model inside and will be model outsid

io\ ci nom preparation for writing this letter iia cad 1any of yo speeches

and admired your record for afar You have cared for the children enviionmcnt and fiscal

stability of
your state you understand that democracy needs to be refreshed with new

ideas and under your watch you have craned legislation to care for the most ulneraf Ic
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of children and nature preserves You have attended public schools as have your

children You cared for your employees providing safe and dignified working conditions

and offering them stocks in the company My sense is that you are man who believes in

transformation the power of public institutions the capacity for change and the

obligation to set an example as you work across the aisle

With these values and commitments hope you can see the wisdom is

commuting Pams sentence As noted in many documents terrible crime was

committed Many served time but none as long as Pam She has been rehabilitated and

has much to give to the society around her She is indeed model prisoner no threat to

public safety and an untapped resource to society What gift to Pam her family and to

society if you were to commute her sentence Your courage might in fact encourage

other governors to be equally ethical engaged and forward looking

With this note acknowledge my great respect
for

your legacy accomplished over

four terms and hope that the commutation of Pamela Smarts sentence is yet one more

stunning achievement of your years in public service

commitments to our collective well-being

The Graduate Center of the City University of New York
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

May 1, 2021 

Governor Chris Sununu 
State House, Main Street 
Concord, NH  03301 

Dear Governor Sununu: 

I write in support of Pamela Smart and ask for the commutation or reduction of her 
sentence. 

I have been a Professor at the City University of New York for over 34 years and now 
hold the title, Professor Emerita.  In addition, I have worked with the FBI on issues of 
violence and also served as Director at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
Domestic Violence Center and the Inmate Education Program. 

On a regular and frequent basis I visit Bedford Hills Correctional Facility and have 
become well acquainted with staff, many inmates and their work, and the programs at 
the institution.  More directly for the past 30 years, during the period in which Pamela 
Smart earned two Masters Degrees and a doctorate, I have been pleased to act as Ms. 
Smart’s Academic Mentor.  As a consequence of our special relationship, I have grown 
to know and respect her as an extraordinary human being with prodigious gifts of 
intellect and character.  From personal observation, as well as consensus formed by 
staff and fellow inmates, Ms. Smart has been, and continues to be, a consistently 
positive force at Bedford Hills.  Keen intelligence, natural leadership, creativity and her 
humane spirt have inured to the good of the facility and enhanced the lives of those 
who are in its care and custody. 

Through the many hard years of incarceration, especially as a high profile prisoner 
isolated from family and friends, Ms. Smart has made impressive individual, 
programmatic and institutional contributions.  In addition, multiple selfless acts on 
behalf of inmates, especially those who lack the ability to voice and access help for 
their many needs, are illustrative of Pamela Smart’s authentic goodness and decency.  
Her achievements make compelling and persuasive arguments for anyone considering 
this inmate’s viability and suitability for release.  It is impossible to contemplate the 
waste of incarcerating such a productive and valuable person until the end of her 
natural life! 

Governor Sununu, in my view, Ms. Smart represents the soul of Bedford Hills, I hope 
you will return her to society and restore the freedom which she has worked so hard to 
earn and deserve. 

Eleanor Pam, Ph.D. 
President, Veteran Feminists of America Inc. 
Professor, City University of New York (Ret.)  
Academic Advisor and Faculty for Post-Degree Studies 
  of Pamela Smart 

VFA Officers 

Eleanor Pam, President 

Muriel Fox, Chair of the Board 
Kathy Rand, Executive Vice President 
Mary Ann Lupa, Secretary 

Karen Fishman, VP Development & Membership 
Rosemary Trowbridge, VP Events 

Special Portfolios 

Heather Booth, Liaison/Outreach 
Rebecca Lubetkin, Legacy 
Mary Jean Collins, Historian 
Karen Spindel, Data Manager 

Board of Directors 

Virginia Carter 
Roxanne Barton Conlin 
Carole DeSaram 
Dori Jacobson 
Carol Jenkins 
Anita Murray 
Carol Robles-Roman 
Linda Stein 
Wilma Stevens 
Marcy Syms 
Sheila Tobias 
Bonnie Wheeler 

Martha Wheelock 

Board Advisor 

Gloria Steinem 

Assistant Treasurer 

Kristina Joukhadar 

Founder 

Jacqui Ceballos 

A-75



A-76



A-77



caanoesn LtirP

V5 PLc1

0330j

fl

Lc Jc or
5k

flcp

QGn ftC

kcL
-f

tc c3o

Aoo

II Uu

15 sa

Gt $flc

0un ftd

jrcuc icLA a-I

lv

d1t4IktLJ

cflc$

Co

LC10
Oic

tC/7

rLxucc1

Lh

cL oCIcc

cjQ UJUf/cJ

A-78



if
fl

Mc

kcnu

1K

cc3

Jc

.7121

c_TcPtU Wc cS71

J2Z 71itJ

/D flcU
JS flO

CoL5

Th_ @6 ryiu.e_ AOLtr CL

xmccJLcd hLc

dCc

c2cxe

ltuth

Jtocj

0-CYJ tS

co4ib unn
Las scJc cjrf

cc

10 rt

A-79



A-80



A-81



A-82



A-83



A-84



A-85



A-86



A-87



February 28, 2015
Governor Maggie Hassan
State of New Hampshire
State House
Concord, NH 03301

Re: Pamela Smart

Dear Governor Hassan

This was a love story between Pamela and Greg Smart. It ended tragically when Greg
Smart was murdered in their first apartment by teenage boys with criminal records
when Pamela was at a school board meeting. The sensational trial would never meet
today's requirements for properly conducting a trial by a media-seeking Judge Grey
who was later found to be corrupt along with other NH judges. Pamela was tried and
convicted with a sentence of life without parole 24 years ago and yet the men who
were convicted are either out of prison or are in work release programs and may be
released. As a retired professor, I have watched this case for 24 years and have seen
so many fractures in the corrections system that I feel compelled to write for your
consideration to commute her sentence.

Pamela Smart has devoted her life to helping others who are incarcerated. These are
just a few of the good deeds she has done while an inmate:

Tutored countless women with their education to receive GEDs.
Counseled with troubled inmates with mental issues.
Saved two lives from suicide.
Fostered relationships with inmates the guards refused to help.
Helped to elevate the esteem of inmates through dance and writing.
Educated herself to learn about the justice system to help with inmates' issues.
Educates women with HIV Aids and Hepatitis and their health issues regarding

this.
Writes to people outside the prison to offer support which only she can do so

well.

I will not speak of the injustices, lies, and publicity from tabloids that have surrounded
Pamela over the years because they were either incorrect, or the full truths were not
spelled out in the media. Through it all I have seen a dedicated person who has done
marvelous things in the prison that just do not get the attention they deserve. Look at
her track record of the adults who trained her to work in education and see the
glowing remarks they say about Pamela. She is not the evil princess that society has
labeled her. She has every reason to be a bitter person, but she is positive with those
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she helps. Here is a person who has much to give to society in such a peaceful way.
She has no criminal record, and she is guilty only of a moral issue with one of the

men who thought he was in love with her.

Please be the female Governor who will have the courage to look at this for what it is.

Sincerely

Professor Jane Mangrum
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Anthony Massahos, President
21st century Development Corporation
19 Farrwood Rd
Windham, NH 03087
603-966-7264

Maggie Hassan, Governor
State of New Hampshire
State House
Concord, NH 03301

February 20, 2015

Dear Governor Hassan;

Belated congratulations on your re-election in November. Although I am a registered Republican, I was
satisfied with your first term and voted for you. I believe in working together for a common goal and
was happy with your bi-partisan leadership. The reason I am writing today is to ask for your help for the
Wojas family and long imprisoned Pamela Smart.

I am turning 60 on March 18th and have known the Wojas family for over 35 years. My daughter Marie
took dance lessons with Pamela when she was a little girl. I can remember the news of Gregg Smart’s
assassination style murder and never believed that Pamela could ever think of hiring anyone to murder
her husband. I listened, as thousands of others did, to the first publically broadcasted trial in the State.
Pamela never had a chance and deals were made for testimony from everyone involved. Pamela will be
the only person left to never go before a parole board and finally be freed from prison for a crime that
she still maintains today she is innocent of.

Convicted murderers sentenced to death are guaranteed the right to appeal their convictions. Amidst all
of the controversy about concealed evidence and the fact that Pamela was later diagnosed as bi-polar,
her petitions for a new trial have been continually denied. Additionally, every time her name comes up
in the State of New Hampshire, the old boy’s network squashes all requests. Even after the departure of
the infamous Judge Gray does this network continue to subdue any efforts made to free her.

Governors and politicians before you have heard similar requests, all for not. Afraid of not being re-
elected or being chastised by their peers, they have failed to act. Recently, a movie was made about
Pamela and her miserable journey through a sub-contracted prison system in New York. While
incarcerated in one of the toughest prisons in the country, cherry picked by lawmakers in the State of
New Hampshire to further punish her, she has been assaulted and raped. She has suffered permanent
loss of feeling in her face in addition to surgeries to correct other sustained injuries.

Pamela has worked hard to educate herself, earning two Master Degrees in education. She has worked
within the system to help many others further their education. She is an asset to all she meets especially
in the areas of church ministry, rehabilitation through arts and multiple other areas where she
volunteers her services. Her mother has worked for the last twenty four years to vindicate her daughter.
Imagine the mental suffering that she has endured trying to get another trial and finally revealing the
truth that many others are now coming to learn.
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I am asking you for your help to do the right thing and commute Pamela’s sentence. Before you say yes
or no I would also ask that you please at least have a one on one with her mother Lynn. Just you and her
and listen to what has been discovered over the last twenty four years that will help open your eyes.
Decisions like this are difficult to make. Others have failed because of the political pressure. When I met
you last September I sensed a person with a real soul. Prove my feelings right.

Respectfully submitted
Anthony Massahos
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July 31, 2015 
 
Maggie Hassan, Governor 
State of New Hampshire 
State House 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
Re: Pamela Smart 
 
Dear Governor Hassan: 
 
I am writing in support of the above-named Pamela Smart. Ms. Smart has been imprisoned for 
twenty four years. This is longer than she has been free. She continues to maintain her 
innocence and I believe she would be an asset to society if released. 
 
While she has been incarcerated she has suffered considerably. She was the victim of an 
unprovoked assault by other inmates. She suffered a blowout orbital fracture and nasal fracture 
resulting in permanent loss of feeling on the left side of her face as well as other injuries 
requiring surgery and daily medication. She was also assaulted by a correction official. 
 
Despite all of the above, she continues to maintain a positive influence on the many lives of 
women at Bedford Hills Correctional Facility. For eighteen years she has worked in the 
education department, using her two master's degrees obtained while incarcerated, to help 
others further their education. She now works in the HIV Aids/Hepatitis department educating 
the women in this area. 
 
No good purpose is served keeping her in prison. I have a 35 year old son and I can tell you that 
even at 16, if someone told him to go and murder someone else, he would’ve known better.  
Those boys (men now), knew exactly what they were doing.  Bill Flynn was in lust.  I think it’s 
despicable that they are out, especially the one who pulled the trigger, and she is in prison.  
Don’t you think at 22 years of age, she was not mature either?  Don’t you think 22 year olds can 
make bad decisions?  And, don’t you think that 24 years later, she is a completely different 
person? 
 
My best friend (Debra Rowell Pliskaner) was murdered by her husband in Laconia NH by 
Richard Pliskaner who is an inmate at the NH State Prison in Concord.  He has been up for 
parole and denied and even though he shot and killed her in broad daylight and even though 
his punishment is life with no parole, he has been up for it.  He will be released in 2017, 
“because he’s maxed out”. What??? This man pulled the trigger in broad daylight in the middle 
of Laconia NH. Unlike the people who murdered her husband, Pamela Smart will never go 
before a parole board. Her sentence, as it stands, is a death sentence. I implore you as 
Governor, to commute her sentence, thereby saving her life and returning her to society 
wherein she will continue to thrive.   
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I don’t understand in the least, how one who pulled the trigger is already free, another who 
pulled the trigger in another murder will “max out” in 2017 even though he got life, and a 
woman who made a very bad decision at 22 years of age, is in prison until 9/99/9999.  Does this 
make sense to you?  If so, please explain it to me, as apparently my brain does not work the 
way yours does. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Noelle Hallstrom Pelillo 
1 Great Falls Drive 
Concord NH 03303 
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Governor John Lynch

Office of the Governor

State of New Hampshire

107 North Main Street

Concord New Hampshire 03301

Dear Governor Lynch

write in support of Pamela Smart and seek your affirmative

intervention in terms of her incarceration In my view her

sentence of life without the possibility of parole is draconian

heartbreaking and unfair

As you may know am the author of fourteen books including

Women and Madness Mothers On Trial The Battle for Children

and Custody and Woman Inhumanity to Woman am also co

founder of the Association for Women in Psychology 1969 and

The National Womens Health Network 1975 am an Emerita

Professor of Psychology and retired psychotherapist Among many

other subjects have also researched and written about the

realities of American women in prison

There were many irregularities in Pamela Smarts trial including

improper ex-parte communications defendants who watched each

other testify on television prior to giving their own testimony juror

misconduct and transcript of wire worn by key prosecution

witness which was never authenticated

Moreover an independent lab report later noted number of

anomalies in the tape which cast serious doubt on the authenticity

of the original recordings This together with the self-serving

testimony of the men who did the actual killing and who plea

bargained their way to lighter sentences by blaming Ms Smart as

the prime mover in the murder comprised the entirety of the case

against Pamela Smart

Pamela Smart has consistently asserted her innocence and was in
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fact fifty miles away from the site when the murder took place In

addition she never sought to plea bargain as many guilty people

do The dilemma of innocent persons is that it is difficult to admit

to something they have not done In Pamela Smarts case this was

impossible for her to do even if it would have resulted in less

severe sentence

Pamela Smart is briffiant productive uniquely gifted person who

has spent her time in prison helping other inmates in multiple

ways tutoring and teaching themand in educating herself She

earned two Masters Degrees each time as Valedictorian with

perfect grades and graduated Summa Cum Laude

Society benefits no further in keeping Ms Smart in prison She is

no threat to herself or others çnd Would be far more useful in the

larger society Ms Smart has spent more than half her life in

incarceration She has been brutally attacked physically and

sexually One of the assaults required plastic surgery and the

insertion of metal plate in her face and additional surgery on her

leg which causes daily pain

With humility and respect implore you to consider reducing or

commuting her sentence

Sincerely yours

Phyllis Chesler Ph.D
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Governor Maggie Hassan 
State House 
State of New Hampshire 
Concord, N.H. 03301 
March 3, 2015 
 
Dear Governor Hassan 
 
This letter concerns the appeal currently under way to grant the option of parole for 
Pamela Smart.  
 
I write to you as a New Hampshire native, a lifelong supporter of women’s rights, 
and of the rights of every individual to receive not only a fair trial .  More than that, I 
write to you as one who believes that to view our fellow human beings with 
compassion not only serves those who receive our kindness, but contributes to the 
humanity of our society as a whole.  
 
As you are no doubt aware, in 1990, at the age of 22, Pamela Smart was convicted of 
conspiring in the murder of her husband, Gregory Smart, and received the sentence 
of life without possibility of parole. She has now been incarcerated at Bedford 
Women’s Correctional facility for 25 years. .  
 
I do not write to revisit the verdict that found Pamela Smart guilty of murder.  It is 
not for me to do so.  I write as a citizen, and as a woman who has followed the story 
of Pamela Smart in the years since her arrest and conviction—aware that each of the 
young men involved in that crime have either been released from prison or are 
likely to be soon—and to make the plea that Pamela Smart, too, be granted the 
chance to live what remains of her life free from the walls of the prison where she 
has now spent more than half her life.  
 
It is not irrelevant here that Pamela Smart has made productive use of her time at 
Bedford—earning two advanced degrees, working  in constructive ways with 
inmates.  But no doubt, she could be a far more productive citizen outside of prison 
than within it.  
 
I will add here a single personal note.  Twenty five years ago, in my profession as a 
writer—living , at the time, in New Hampshire—the Smart case inspired me to write 
a novel titled To Die For, which was published in 1991, and adapted for a film 
starring Nicole Kidman in 1994.  
 
While I have never denied that it was the Smart case that initially suggested the 
story line of my novel, I have taken pains, whenever asked about this, to reiterate 
that To Die For is a work of fiction, and in no way meant to serve as an account, even 
a highly fictionalized one, of the Smart case.  I never researched the case in any way 
beyond reading a few newspaper articles early on, and in fact, my novel was 
virtually finished , and sold to a publisher, months before the trial got under way.   
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At the time the jury reached its verdict in the Smart case, my novel was a full year 
away from publication.  But if the existence of the film adaptation of the book has 
contributed in any way to a public perception of Pamela Smart as a ruthlessly 
ambitious killer, I will say :  this was not my intent.   
 
I do not know Pamela Smart.  The character I created on the pages of my novel came 
from my own imagination.   To whatever extent the existence of that film affected 
attitudes towards Pamela Smart over the years , I can only reiterate:  Nicole Kidman 
did not play Pamela Smart in To Die For.  That character was a creation of my 
imagination.  And to whatever extent Pamela Smart’s chances for a fair parole 
hearing may have been affected by my novel, I trust you will do what you can to 
rectify that situation by giving her the same second chance granted the others 
involved in that case.  
 
With respect 
 
 
 
Joyce Maynard 
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